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"  In  the  beginning  God  created  the 
heaven  and  the  earth. 

"  And  the  earth  was  without  form,  and 
void ;  and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of 
the  deep.  And  the  Spirit  of  God  moved 
upon  the  face  of  the  waters."  (Gen.  1: 
1,  2.) 

Any  question  as  to  when  that  begin- 
ning was  is  largely  futile  because  un- 
answerable. In  the  first  place  we  have 
no  time  unit  by  which  to  measure  back 
through  the  ages  to  the  time  at  which, 
so  far  as  the  earth  is  concerned,  time 
began. 

Years  are  as  inadequate  in  any  at- 
tempted survey  of  the  stages  of  earth 
development  as  are  miles  to  the  astron- 
omer who,  would  span  the  distances  of 
interstellar  space.  He  speaks  in  terms 
of  light-years,  such  unit  being  the  dis- 
tance traversed  by  a  ray  of  light  speed- 


ing on  at  the  rate  of  approximately 
186,000  miles  per  second  throughout  a 
year. 

Secondly,  we  are  without  information 
as  to  what  stage  of  earth  development- 
is  indicated  by  "the  beginning."  And 
wb,at  is  a  beginning  in  nature?  At  best 
it  is  but  a  new  start  in  advance  of  what 
had  passed  up  to  that  point  of  time  ;  and 
every  beginning  is  an  ending  of  what 
went  immediately  before,  even  as  every 
consummation  is  a  commencement  of 
something  greater,  higher,  and  therefore 
superior  to  the  past. 

The  Earth  Older  Than  Man 

To  the  thoughtful  mind  there  can  be 
no  confusion  of  the  beginning  spoken  of 
in  the  opening  verse  of  Genesis  with  the 
advent  of  man  upon  the  changing  earth  ; 
tor   by   the   scriptural    record     itself    we 
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learn  of  stage  after  stage,  age  after  age 
of  earth  processes  by  winch  eventuall} 
I  his  planet  became  capable  of  supporting 
life^vegetable,    animal    and    human    in 

due    course. 

Whether  or  not  scientists  have  been 
able  to  sec,  however  dimly,  the  way  by 
which  the  earth  as  an  orb  in  space  was 
formed,  matters  little  except  as  a  subjeel 
of  academic  interest.  For  many  years 
it  was  vei\  generally  believed  that  the 
earth,  once  formless  and  void,  passed 
through  stages  of  cooling  of  superheated 
gas  to  liquid,  thence  to  the  solid  state, 
as  the  Nebular  Theory  assumed;  but  this 
conception  has  given  way  to  the  later 
thought  that  the  earth  as  a  solid  spheroid 
has  resulted  from  the  bringing  together 
of  particles  once  diffused  in  space — this 
being  the  basis  of  the  Tlanetesimal  Hypo- 
thesis. 

But  this  we  know,  for  both  revealed 
and  discovered  truth,  that  is  to  say  both 
scripture  and  science,  so*  affirm — that 
plant  life  antedated  animal  existence  and 
that  animals  preceded  man  as  tenants  of 
earth. 
Life  and  Death  Before  Man's  Advent 

According  to  the  conception  of  geolo- 
gists the  earth  passed  through  ages  of 
preparation,  to  us  unmeasured  and  im 
measurable,  during  which  countless  gen- 
erations of  plants  and  animals  existed  in 
great  variety  and  profusion  and  gave  in 
part  the  very  substance  of  their  bodies 
to  help  form  certain  strata  which  are 
still  existent  as  such. 

The  oldest,  that  is  to  say  the  earliest, 
rocks  thus  far  identified  in  land  masses 
reveal  the  fossilized  remains  of  once  liv- 
ing organisms,  plant  and  animal.  The 
coal  strata,  upon  which  the  world  of  in- 
dustry so  largely  depends,  are  essentially 
but  highly  compressed  and  chemically 
changed  vegetable  substance.  The  whole 
series  of  chalk  deposits  and  many  of  our 
deep-sea  limestones  contain  the  skeletal 
remains  of  animals.  These  lived  and 
died,  age  after  age,  while  the  earth  was 
yet  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

From  the  Simple  to  the  Complex 

From  the  fossil  remains  of  plants  and 
animals  found  in  the  rocks  the  scientist 


points  to  a  very  definite  order  in  the 
sequence  of  life  embodiment,  for  the 
older  rocks,  the  earlier  formations,  reveal 
to  us  organisms  of  simplest  structure 
only,  whether  of  plants  or  animals. 
These  primitive  species  were  aquatic; 
-land  forms  were  of  later  development. 
Some  of  these  simpler  forms  of  life  have 
persisted  until  the  present  time,  though 
with  great  variation  as  the  result  of 
changing   environment. 

Geologists  say  that  these  fcery  simple 
forms  of  plant  and  animal  bodies  were 
succeeded  by  others  more  complicated ; 
and  in  the  indestructible  record  of  the 
rocks  they  read  the  story  of  advancing 
life  from  the  simple  to  the  more  complex. 
from  the  single-celled  protozoan  to  the 
highest  animals,  from  the  marine  algae 
to  the  advanced  types  of  flowering  plant 
— to  the  apple-tree,  the  rose,  and  the 
oak. 

What  a  fascinating  story  is  inscribed 
upon  the  stony  pages  of  the  earth's 
crust!  The  geologist,  who  through  long 
and  patient  effort  has  learned  at  least  a 
little  of  the  language  in  which  these 
truths  are  written,  finds  the  pages  il- 
lustrated with  pictures,  which  for  fidelity 
of  detail  excel  the  best  efforts  of  our 
modern  engravers,  lithographers  and 
half-tone  artists.  The  pictures  in  the 
rocks  are  the  originals,  the  rest  at  best 
but  copies. 

In  due  course  came  the  crowning  work 
of  this  creative  sequence,  the  advent  of 
man!  Concerning  this  all-important 
event  we  are  told  that  scientists  and 
theologians  are  at  hopeless  and  irrecon- 
cilable variance.  I  regard  the  assump- 
tion or  claim,  whichever  it  be,  as  an 
exaggeration.  Discrepancies  that  trouble 
us  now  will  diminish  as  our  knowledge 
of  pertinent  facts  is  extended.  The  Crea- 
tor has  made  record  in  the  rocks  for  man 
to  decipher ;  but  He  has  also  spoken 
directly  regarding  the  main  stages  of 
progress  by  which  the  earth  has  been 
brought  to  be  what  it  is.  The  accounts 
can  not  be  fundamentally  opposed ;  one 
can  not  contradict  the  other ;  though 
man's  interpretation  of  either  may  be 
seriously  at  fault. 
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Adam  a.  Historic  Personage 

So  far  as  the  history  of  man  on  the 
earth  is  concerned  the  scriptures  begin 
with  the  account  of  Adam.  True,  the 
geologist  does  not  know  Adam  by  name  ; 
but  he  knows  and  speaks  of  man  as  an 
early,  continuing  and  present  form  of 
earth-life,  above  and  beyond  all  other 
living  things  past  or  present. 

We  believe  that  Adam  was  a  real  per-  ' 
sonage,    who   stands  at  the   head   of   his 
race  chronologically.      To  my  mind  Adam 
is  a  historic  personage,  not  a  prehistoric- 
being,   unidentified  and  uncertain. 

If  the  Usher  chronology  be  correct,  or 
even  approximately  so,  then  the  begin- 
ning of  Adamic  history  as  recorded  in 
scripture  dates  back  about  4000  years 
before  the  birth  of  Christ.  We  as  a 
Church  believe  that  the  current  reckon- 
ing of  time  from  the  birth  of  Christ  to 
the  present  is  correct,  namely  1031  years 
— not  from  last  New  Year's  day,  January 
1,  but  from  the  month  that  came  to  be 
known  among  the  Hebrews  as  Nisan  or 
Ahib,  corresponding  with  our  late  March 
and  early  April.  So  we  believe  that  we 
are  now  living  in  the  1031st  year  since 
the  birth  of  Christ,  and  therefore  5031 
years  since  the  beginning  of  the  Adamic 
record. 

This  record  of  Adam  and  his  posterity 
is  the  only  scriptural  account  we  have 
of  the  appearance  of  man  upon  the  earth. 
But  we  have  also  a  vast  and  ever-in- 
creasing volume  of  knowledge  concern- 
ing man,  his  early  habits  and  customs, 
his  industries  and  works  of  art,  tools  and 
implements,  about  which  such  scriptures 
as  we  have  thus  far  received  are  entirely 
silent.  Let  us  not  try  to  wrest  the 
scriptures  in  an  attempt  to  explain  away 
what  we  can  not  explain.  The  opening 
chapters  of  Genesis,  and  scriptures  re- 
lated thereto,  were  never  intended  as  a 
text-book  of  geology,  archeology,  earth- 
science  or  man-science.  "Holy  Scripture 
will  endure,  while  the  conceptions  of  men 
change  with  new  discoveries.  We  do 
not  show  reverence  for  the  scriptures 
when  we  misapply  them  through  faulty 
interpretation. 


Primary  and  Secondary  Causes 

There  has  been  much  discussion  over 

the  alleged  conflict  between  the  teach- 
ings of  science  and  the  doctrines  of  the 
revealed  word  concerning  the  origin  of 
man.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
term  origin  is  almost  invariably  used  in 
a  relative  sense.  The  mind  of  man  is 
unable  to  grasp  the  fundamental  thought 
of  an  absolute  or  primary  origin.  Every 
occurrence  man  has  witnessed  is  the  re- 
sult of  some  previously  acting  causi 
purpose;  and  that  cause  in  turn  was  the 
effect  or  result  of  causes  yet  more  re- 
mote. Perhaps  we  have  never  been 
able  to  trace  an  effect  to  its  primary  or 
original  cause.  Man  may  say  that  he 
understands  the  origin  of  an  oak  in  tin- 
acorn  from  which  it  sprang;  but  is  not 
the  acorn  the  fruit  of  a  yet  earlier  oak, 
and  so  in  reality  rather  a  continuation 
than  a  beginning'.'  Yet  there  is  sonic- 
thing  fascinating  in  the  thought  of  a  be- 
ginning ;-  the  persistence  of  a  process  once 
started  is  far  less  mysterious  than  its 
inception. 

It  is  not  enough  to  refer  effects  to  the 
First  Great  Cause;  it  is  unsatisfying  and 
not  always  reverent  to  answer  questions 
as  to  how  things  came  to  be  what  they 
are  by  the  easy  statement  that  God  made 
them  so.  With  such  an  answer  the 
scientific  man  has  little  patience.  The 
fact  that  all  created  things  are  the  works 
of  God  and  that  all  processes  of  nature 
are  due  to  Him  as  the  administrator  of 
law  and  order  is  to  the  scientific  mind 
an  axiom  requiring  neither  argument  nor 
demonstration.  The  botanist  knows  that 
God  makes  the  plant  grow  ;  but  he,  weak 
mortal,  is  devoting  time  and  the  energy 
of  body,  mind  and  spirit,  to  a  study  of 
the  way  in  which  God  works  such  a  mar- 
velous miracle.  The  geologist  knows 
that  God  created  the  earth  ;  but  the  best 
effort  of  his  life  is  put  forth  in  the  hope 
of  finding  out  in  some  degree,  however 
small,  the  method  by  which  the  Creator 
wrought  this  wondrous  world.  The 
astronomer  gazing  into  the  starry  depths 
sees  in  their  orderly  procession  the  Lord 
Eternal  walking  in  His  majesty  and 
might;    and    in   humility   the   student   of 
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the  heavenly  bodies  spends  days  and 
nights  striving  to  learn  a  little  of  the 
way  in  which  God  worked  out  the  marvel 
of  the  universe. 

In  proportion  as  any  one  of  these  may 
learn  of  the  ways  of  God  he  becomes 
wise.  To  be  able  to  think  as  God  thinks, 
to  comprehend  in  any  degree  His  pur- 
poses and  methods,  is  to  become  in  that 
measure  like  unto  Him,  and  to  that  ex- 
tent to  be  prepared  for  eventual  com- 
panionship in  His  presence.  The  scient- 
ist is  busily  engaged  in  the  study  of 
secondary  causes — the  ways  and  means 
by  which  pod  works  and  through  which 
He  accomplishes  His  miracle,  ever  be- 
ginning, never  ending — and  in  his  search 
for  the  truth  the  student  of  science 
scarcely  dares  lift  his  eyes  to  look  to- 
ward the  First  Great  Cause,  the  Eternal 
Power  that  stands  and  operates  behind 
and  above  all  the  secondary  causes,  or 
what  we  call  the  processes  of  Nature. 

The  Origin  of  Man 

The  question  involved  in  the  origin  of 
man  therefore,  is  not  raised  as  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  belief  and  declaration  that 
he  came  to  earth  through  Divine  direc- 
tion, but  is  in  the  nature  of  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  conditions  under  which  he 
came.  There  are  many  who  claim  that 
man's  advent  upon  the  earth  was  effected 
through  processes  of  evolution  from 
lower  forms,  processes  that  had  been 
operative  for  ages,  processes  by  which 
man  is  made  kin  to  the  brute  and  a 
development  from  the  lowest  type  of 
organism.  Others  affirm  that  he  differs 
from  all  mortal  creatures  of  lower  rank, 
not  only  in  degree  but  in  kind  ;  in  short, 
that  he  is  not  one  with  the  animal  crea- 
tion and  that  therefore  his  coming  was 
in  no  sense  a  natural  and  necessary  result 
of  earlier  animal  life.  Discussion  on  this 
question  has  developed  intense  animus 
and  too  often  the  quest  for  truth  has 
been  lost  sight  of  in  the  strife  for 
triumph. 

In  speaking  of  the  origin  of  man  we 
generally  have  reference  to  the  creation 
of  man's  body;  and,  of  all  the  mistakes 
that  man  has  made  concerning  himself, 
one  of  the   greatest   and  the   gravest   is 


that  of  mistaking  the  body  for  the  man. 
The  body  is  no  more  truly  the  whole  man 
than  is  the  coat  the  body.  The  man,  as 
an  individual  intelligence,  existed  before 
his  earthly  body  was  f rained  and  shall 
exist  after  that  body  has  suffered  disso- 
lution. Let  it  not  be  assumed  that  be- 
lief in  the  existence  of  man's  spirit  is 
a  conception  founded  upon  scriptural 
authority  only;  on  the  contrary,  let  <i 
be  known  that  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  best  and  most  advanced  scientific 
thought  and  philosophic  belief  of  the  day 
to  hold  that  man  consists  of  spirit  and 
body ;  and  Divine  revelation  makes  plain 
that  these  together  constitute  the  soul. 
We  have  difficulty  in  comprehending 
processes  for  which  we  find  no  analogy 
in  things  familiar.  Even  were  it  possi- 
ble for  us  to  know  in  detail  the  way  in 
which  the  body  of  man  was  formed  and 
then  endowed  with  the  power  of  pro- 
creation, insuring  the  perpetuity  of  the 
race,  it  would  throw  but  little  light  upon 
the  subject  of  the  ultimate  origin  of  man. 
We  know  but  little  of  things  beyond  the 
sphere  upon  which  we  live  except  as 
information  has  been  revealed  by  a  power 
superior  to  that  of  earth,  and  by  an  in- 
telligence above  that  of  man.  Notwith- 
standing the  assumption  that  man  is  the 
culmination  of  an  evolutionary  develop- 
ment from  a  lower  order  of  beings,  we 
know  that  the  body  of  man  today  is 
in  the  very  form  and  fashion  of  his 
spirit,  except  indeed  for  disfigurements 
and  deformities.  The  perfect  body  is 
the  counterpart  of  the  perfect  spirit  and 
the  two  are  the  constituent  entities  of 
the  soul. 

By  What  Standard? 

Much  depends  upon  the  standard  by 
which  we  judge  as  to  whether  any  par- 
ticular organism  shall  be  pronounced  of 
hiffh  or  lower  rank.  Bv  the  standard  of 
powers  of  flight,  in  which  the  bird  excels, 
man  is  a  very  inferior  being;  if  judged 
by  fleetness  of  foot  he  is  far  below  the 
deer  ;  by  gage  of  strength  he  is  inferior 
to  the  horse  and  the  elephant ;  and  yet 
man  holds  dominion  over  these  and  all 
other  living  things  of  earth.  In  certain 
important   points  of  body-structure   man 
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stands  low  in  the  scale  if  he  be  graded 
strictly  in  accordance  with  the  accepted 
standard  of  mammalian  anatomy. 

In  the  course  of  creative  events  the 
earth  came  to  a  condition  fitted  for  the 
abiding  place  of  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  G  od  ;  and  then  Adam  came  forth  upon 
the  earth.  But  the  beginning  of  man's 
mortal  existence  upon  the  earth  was  not 
the  beginning  of  man ;  he  had  lived  be- 
fore, even  as  he  shall  live  after  the  earth 
has  passed  away  and  its  place  taken  bv 
a  new  earth  and  a  new  heaven. 

Man  and  the  Ape 

It  has  been  stated  by  certain  extrem- 
ists that  evolution  affirms  that  man  is 
in  the  line  of  posterity  from  the  ape 
But  scientists  today  discredit  this  view. 
The  most  that  even  radical  evolutionists 
assert  is  that  the  similarity  of  structure 
between  man  and  certain  apes  indicates 
the  possibility  of  a  common  ancestor  of 
the  two ;  but  between  man  and  the  ape 
there  are  more  essential  differences  than 
resemblances. 

True,  man  does  not  excel  in  strength 
of  limb,  agility,  or  speed,  but  in  the 
God-given  powers  of  mind  and  in  the 
possession  of  superior  ambition  and 
effort.  Hear  the  words  of  one  who  until 
his  death  was  regarded  as  among  the 
foremost  of  American  geologists,  James 
D.  Dana: 

"  Man's  origin  has  thus  far  no  suffi- 
cient explanation  from  science.  His  close 
relations  in  structure  to  the  man-apes 
are  unquestionable.  They  have  the  same 
number  of  bones  with  two  exceptions, 
and  the  bones  are  the  same  in  kind  and 
structure.  The  muscles  are  mostly  the 
same.  Both  carry  their  young  in  their 
arms.  The  affiliations  strongly  suggest 
community  of  descent.  But  the'  diver- 
gencies .  .  .  especially  the  cases  of 
degeneracy  in  man's  structure,  exhibited 
in  his  palmigrade  feet  and  the  primitive 
character  of  his  teeth,  allying  him  in 
these  respects  to  the  Lower  Eocene 
forms,  are  admitted  proof  that  he  has  not 
descended  from  any  existing  type  of  ape. 
In  addition,  man's  erect  posture  makes 
the  gap  a  very  broad  one.  The  brute, 
the   ape   included,   has  powerful  muscles 


in  the  back  of  the  neck  to  carry  the  head 
in  its  horizontal  position,  while  man  has 
no  such  muscles,  as  any  one  of  the 
species  can  prove  by  crawling  for  a  while 
on  '  all  fours.'  Beyond  this,  the  great 
size  of  the  brain,  his  eminent  intellectual 
and  moral  qualities,  his  voice  and  speech, 
give  him  sole  title  to  the  position  at  the 
head  of  the  kingdoms  of  life.  In  this 
high  position,  he  is  able  to  use  Nature 
as  his  work-mate,  his  companion,  and  his 
educator,  and  to  find  perpetual  delight 
in  her  harmonies  and  her  revelations.  .  .  . 

"  Whatever  the  results  of  further 
search,  we  may  feel  assured,  in  accord 
with  Wallace,  who  shares  with  Darwin 
in  the  authorship  of  the  theory  of  Na- 
tural Selection,  that  the  intervention  of 
a  Power  above  Nature  was  at  the  basis 
of  man's  development.  Believing  that 
Nature  exists  through  the  will  and  ever- 
acting  power  of  the  Divine  Being,  and 
that  all  its  great  truths,  its  beauties,  its 
harmonies,  are  manifestations  of  His 
wisdom  and  power,  or,  in  the  words 
nearly  of  Wallace,  that  the  whole  uni- 
verse is  not  merely  dependent  on,  but 
actually  is,  the  will  of  one  Supreme  In- 
telligence, Nature,  with  man  as  its  cul- 
minant species,  is  no  longer  a  mystery." 
James  D.  Dana,  Manual  of  Geology,  4th 
edition,  page  1036. 

These  lines  were  written  shortly  before 
tire  death  of  the.  writer — and  constitute 
his  last  testament  and  testimony  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  species  to  which  he 
himself  belonged. 

Man's  Place  in  Nature 

In  the  work  already  cited,  the  same 
author  wrote : 

"  Man  stands  in  the  successional  line 
of  the  .  quadrumana,  at  the  head  of  the 
animal  kingdom.  But  he  is  not  a  prim- 
ate among  primates.  The  quadrumana 
are,  as  Cuvier  called  them,  quadrumana 
from  the  first  to  the  last.  They  are 
brute  mammals,  as  is  manifested  in  their 
carnivore-like  canines  and  their  powerful 
jaws  ;  in  their  powerful  muscular  develop- 
ment ;  in  their  walking  on  all  fours,  and 
the  adaptation  thereto  exhibited  in  the 
vertebrae,  producing  the  convexity  of  the 
back ;    and    also   in   other     parts     of    the 
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skeleton.     Man,  on   the  oontrary,   is  not 
quadrumanous.   .  .   . 

Man  was  the  first  being,  iii  the  geo- 
logical succession,  capable  of  an  intelli- 
gent survey  of  Nature  and  a  comprehen- 
sion of  lit'i'  laws;  the  first  capable  of 
augmenting  his  strength  by  bending  Na- 
ture to  his  service,  rendering  thereby  a 
weak  body  stronger  than  all  possible 
than  all  animal  force;  the  first  capable 
of  deriving  happiness  from  truth  and 
goodness;  of  apprehending  eternal  right; 
of  reaching  toward  a  knowledge  of  self 
and  God;  the  first,  therefore,  capable  of 
conscious  obedience  or  disobedience  of  a 
moral  law,  and  the  first  subject  to  de- 
basement of  his  moral  nature  through 
his  appetites.       (Continued  next  issue). 


EDITORIAL. 


Red  Man's  Changing  Status. 


SKIN  TO  BECOME   WHITE. 


Book    of    Mormon    throws    Interesting 

Prophetic  Light  on  Report  of  Secretary 

of  Interior,  of  United  States,  Relative  to 

American  Indians. 


The  Indian  problem  in  the  United 
.' dates,  which  has  existed  in  some  form 
ever  since  our  origin  as  a  nation,  is  near- 
:ng  solution,  according  to  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  Wilbur,  who  foresees  the  last 
of  the  tribes  losing  their  identity  in  the 
melting  pot  in  the  not  distant  future. 

There  are  still  some  350,000  people  of 
Indian  blood  in  the  United  States,  but 
only  about  200,000  of  them  remain  wards 
of  the  government.  There  are  200  Indian 
reservations  in  existence  in  twenty-six 
states.  On  many  of  the  reservations 
there  is  a  general  admixture  with  the 
white  population,  and  the  Indians  are 
rapidly  assuming  the  manner  of  living 
and  the  civilization  of  the  whites,  Secre- 
tary Wilbur  says. 

The  policy  of  the  government  is  to 
sever  ties  of  Wardship  as  quickly  as  it 
can  be  done  without  interfering  with  the 
Indians'  property  rights,  and  it  looks  to- 
ward  the   disappearance   of   the   reserva- 


tion  as   soon   as   the   Indians   can   be   ab- 
sorbed in  to  the  general  population. 

It  has  become  obvious,"  says  Secre- 
tary Wilbur,  "that  the  led  man  even- 
tually must  lose  his  identity  in  the  de- 
luge of  whites  and  pass  through  the  melt 
ing  pot  and  become  as  are  the  rest  of  us. 
From  a  sentimental  standpoint  there  is 
much  to  regret  in  this  fact,  but  it  is  none 
the  less  inevitable." 

As  might  be  expected,  education  has 
been  the  chief  influence  leading  Indians 
to  full-fledged  citizenship.  There  are 
126  day  schools  and  fifty-eight  boarding 
schools  on  reservations  and  nineteen 
boarding  schools  at  points  away  from 
reservations.  Everything  is  furnished 
free  to  those  who  attend,  a  privilege  grant- 
ed to  no  other  element  of  the  population. 

A  vital  task  is  to  make  the  Indian 
economically  self-sustaining.  According 
to  the  secretary  of  the  interior,  this  is 
not  necessarily  difficult,  because  "our  ex- 
perience has  thoroughly  disproven  that 
calumny  of  a  race  so  often  expressed  in 
the  West — the  charge  that  the  Indian  is 
lazy  and  will  not  work.  We  have  dem- 
onstrated over  and  over  again  that  the 
Indian,  under  similar  influence,  is  as 
competent  a  workman  as  a  white  man." 
— From  St.  Joseph  Gazette. 

To  those  who  have  read  and  studied 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  the  American 
Indian  is  a  degenerated  posterity  of  a 
people  who  were  cursed  by  the  Lord.  It 
is  a  history  of  their  forefathers  and 
throws  light  on  their  future.  Needless 
to  say  that  with  education  and  training 
the  American  Indian  is  honourable,  in- 
telligent and  truthful.  The  readers  of 
Cumorah's  Southern  Cross  will  be  inter- 
ested to  know  that  one  of  the  American 
Indian  *sons  is  now  the  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States,  Charles  Curtis,  from 
Kansas. 

The  origin,  of  the  black  or  deep  red 
skin  of  the  American  Indian  is  herein- 
after set  forth  as  recorded  in  the  Book 
of  Mormon.  Also  a  passage  is  given, 
showing  that  in  centuries  past  when  the 
seed  of  Larnan  worshiped  God  and  did 
right  that  the  curse  of  a  dark-  skin  was 
lifted  from  them. 
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Also,  a  prophetic  passage  from  the 
father  of  the  Nephites,  of  whom  the 
Lamanites  were  seed  of  his  brethren,  is 
herewith  given,  to  show  that  the  Book 
of  Mormon  long  years  ago  forecast  the 
thing  that  Mr.  Wilbur  the  U.S.  Secre- 
tary of  Interior  has  reported  as  true. 

Curse  of  Dark  Skin. 

2  Nephi,  Chapter  5,  Verses  21-24. 
"And  he  had  caused  the  cursing  to  come 
upon  them,  yea,  even  a  sore  cursing,  be- 
cause of  their  iniquity.  For  behold,  they 
had  hardened  their  hearts  against  him, 
that  they  had  become  like  unto  a  flint  ; 
wherefore,  as  they  were  white,  and  ex- 
ceeding fair  and  delightsome,  that  they 
might  not  be  enticing  unto  my  people 
the  Lord  God  did  cause  a  skin  of  black- 
ness to  some  upon  them. 

"  And  thus,  saith  the  Lord  'Sod  ;  1  will 
cause  that  they  shall  be  loathsome  unto 
thy  people,  save  they  shall  repent  of  their 
iniquities. 

"  And  cursed  shall  be  the  seed  of  him 
that  mixeth  with  their  seed  ;  for  they 
shall  be  cursed  even  with  the  same  curs- 
ing. And  the  Lord  spake  it,  and  it  was 
done. 

And  because  of  their  cursing  which 
was  upon  them  they  did  become  an  idle 
people,  'full  of  mischief  and  subtlety, 
and  did  seek  in  the  wilderness  for  beasts 
of  prey." 

Alma  3rd  chapter  verses  G  to  8. 

"And  the  skins  of  the  Lamanites  were 
dark,  according  to  the  mark  which  was 
set  upon  their  fathers,  which  was  a' curse 
upon  them  because  of  their  transgression 
and  their  rebellion  against  their  breth- 
ren, who  consisted  of  Nephi,  Jacob,  and 
Joseph,  and  Sam,  who  were  just  and 
holy  men. 

"And  their  brethren  sought  to  destroy 
them,  therefore  they  were  cursed  ;  and 
the  Lord  God  set  a  mark  upon  them, 
yea,  upon  Laman  and  Lemuel,  and  also 
the  sons  of  Ishmael,  and  Ismaelitish 
women. 

"  And  this  was  done  that  their  seed 
might  be  distinguished  from  the  seed  of 
their  brethren,  that  thereby  the  Lord 
God  might  preserve  his  people,  that  they 
might  not  mix  and   believe  in   incorrect 


traditions  which  would   prove  their  dis- 
1  ruction. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  whosoever 
did  mingle  his  seed  with  that  of  the 
Lamanites  did  bring  the  same  curse  upon 

his   seed. 

Curse  Taken  from  Them. 

3  Nephi  Chapter  2  verses  14  to  1G. 

"  And  it  came  to  pass  that  those  Lam- 
anites who  had  united  with  the  Nephites 
were   numbered   among   the  .Nephites  ; 

And  their  curse  was  taken  from  them, 
and  their  skin  became  white  like  unto 
the  Nephites  ; 

"  And  their  young  men  and  their 
daughters  became  exceedinglv  fair,  and 
they  were  numbered  among  the  Nephi- 
tes, and  were  called  Nephites.  And  thus 
ended  the  thirteenth  year." 

4  Nephi  Chapter'  1  Verse  10. 

"And  now,  behold,  it' came  to  pass  thai 
the  people  of  Nephi  did  wax  strong,  and 
did  multiply  exceedingly  fast,  and  be- 
came an  exceedingly  fair  and  delight- 
some people." 

Prophecy  That  Curse  Be  Lifted. 

2  Nephi  Chapter  30  verses  3  to  G. 

"And  now,  I  would  prophesy  somewhat 
more  concerning  the  Jews  and  the 
Gentiles.  For  after  the  book  of  which 
1  have  spoken  shall  come  forth,  and  be 
written  unto  the  Gentiles,  and  sealed  up 
again  unto  the  Lord,  there  shall  be  many 
which  shall  believe  the  words  which  are 
written  ;  and  they  shall  carry  them  forth 
unto  the  remnant  of  our  seed. 

"  And  then  shall  the  remnant  of  our 
seed  know  concerning  us,  how  that  we 
came  out  from  Jerusalem,  and  that  the}* 
are  descendants  of  the  Jews. 

"And  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  shall 
be  declared  among  them  :  wherefore, 
they  shall  be  restored  unto  the  knowledge 
of  their  fathers,  and  also  to  the  know- 
ledge of  Jesus  Christ,  which  was  had 
among  their  fathers. 

"And  then  shall  they  rejoice;  for  they 
shall  know  that  it  is  a  blessing  unto 
them  from  the  hand  of  God  ;  and  their 
scales  of  darkness  shall  begin  to  fall  from 
their  eyes  ;  and  many  generations  shall 
not  pass  away  among  them,  save  thev 
shall  be  a  white  and  delightsome  people." 
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TENNIS  CHAMPION  VISITS 
"CUMORAH" 


HONORABLY  RELEASED 


Elders  L.  W.  Hurst  and  H.  J.   Smith 


The  heading  of  this  short  article  is 
prophetic  in  one  sense  and  a  reality  in 
another.  Emile  Getaz  of  Durban,  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  playing  in  the  Western 
Province  tournament  reached  nearly  all 
of  the  semi-finals  and  played  Norman 
Farquharson,  the  South  African  tennis 
champion,  Davis  Cup,  and  International 
player,  for  the  Men's  Singles  Champion- 
ship, Jan.  9th.  This  match  was  by  f at- 
one of  the  finest  that  has  ever  been 
played  in  South  Africa,  and  the  wily 
Farquharson  only  beat  the  young  Natal- 
ian  by  reason  of  his  experience,  9-7,  6-2. 

To  conquer  Silson,  the  South  African 
Junior  Champion  was  an  easy  victory  for 
Emile,  for  even  with  the  technique  and 
hard  work  of  Silson,  the  wide-awake  Dur- 
ban boy  led  in  winning  the  first  two  sets 
and  the  junior  championship. 

Emile  has  lived  a  clean  and  worthy 
life  and  done  it  according  to  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Gospel.  He  is  accomplished 
in  his  chosen  sport  and  is  indeed  a  choice 
among  his  associate  players  besides  the 
large  crowds  who  .love.. to  see  his  power- 
ful strokes  and  ingenuity,  generalship, 
and  sportsmanlike  conduct  on  the  court. 

Emile  will  reach  the  top  in  tennis  and 
the  above  prophecy  will  be  verified  so 
long  as  he  retains  his  pleasant  demeanour 
and  humbleness.  When  "  Big  Bill  " 
Tilden  has  taken  a  place  in  the  grand- 
stand, "  Sunshine,"  as  Emile  is  rapidly 
becoming  known,  because  of  his  happy 
spirit,  will  be  seen  mastering  the  best 
players  from  all  over  the  world.  "  C  u  mo- 
ra h"  has  had  the  pleasure  of  his  pre- 
sence while  he  has  been  in  Cape  Town. 

Mrs.  Cetaz,  Emile 's  mother,  and  his 
sister,  Evelyn,  from  Durban,  spent  the 
holidays  in  Cape  Town  and  "  Cumorah  " 
was  happy  to  receive  a,  visit  from  them. 
They  also  attended  several  of  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Elders'  Convention  and  Miss 
Evelyn  was  liberal  in  assisting  with  read- 
ings and  musical  numbers.'  She  also 
gave  two  readings  over  the  wireless  while 
in  Cape  Town. — D. 


During  the  month  of  December,  Elders 
L.  Winslow  Hurst  and  Herman  J.  Smith 
visited  the  members  and  some  friends  of 
the  Church  in  Rhodesia,  and  saw  some 
of  the  inviting  things  of  that  part  of 
Africa.  This  closed  their  Missions  and 
they  were  Honorably  Released  on  Jan- 
uary 1st,  on  which  date  they  sailed  from 
Beira,  Portuguese  East  Africa,  to  go  first 
to  India,  then  to  Singapore,  China,  Japan 
and  the  Hawaiian  Islands  before  return- 
ing to  their  loved  ones  in  Utah.  This 
homeward  journey  will  complete  a  trip 
around  the  world  for  these  two  Elders. 
The  Mission  has  indeed  lost  two  of  its 
most  energetic  and  reliable  workers,  and 
their  places  will  be  hard  to  fill. 

Elder  Hurst  arrived    in    the    Mission 
field   on   May    6,    1929,    and   just   about 
completed  thirty-two  months  of  Mission 
ary  work.     His  absence  from  home  wi'l 
be  about  three  years. 

He  distributed  a  total  of  315  Books  of 
Mormon,  thus  keeping  above  the  Mission 
standard  of  ten  a  month.  His  hours 
tracting  have  averaged  fifty  per  month, 
and  he  has  baptized  his  share  of  the  peo- 
ple who  have  joined  the  Church  while  he 
has  been  here.  Meek  and  humble,  sweet 
and  kind,  clean  and  pure,  and  loyalty  and 
devotion  to  Mormonism  are  only  a  few 
of  the  splendid  characteristics  of  this 
good  man.  Many  hearts  have  been 
touched  by  his  congenial  and  joyful  spirit. 
Long  may  Elder  Hurst  live  to  sustain 
the  principles  of  Mormonism  with  the 
beautiful  life  that  he  has  exemplified  in 
South  Africa. 

Elder  Herman  J.  Smith  arrived  in  the 
Mission  field  on  April  15,  1929,  and  upon 
his  release  on  January  1st,  had  complet- 
ed over  thirty-two  and  a  half  months  of 
Missionary  work..  He  enjoyed  a  trip 
around  the  Mission  on  a  motor-cycle  and 
in  almost  every  place  he  stopped,  he  left 
staunch  friends. 

Elder  Smith  had  system  about  his 
work,  and  idleness  was  not  in  his  make- 
up.       Early  morning  practice  gave  him 


10 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  CROSS 


an  insight  to  music.  He  was  pointed  in 
his  judgment,  which  was  very  reliable. 
He  could  be  depended  upon  in  any  situa 
lion.  He  made  friends  by  the  score, 
and  always  saw  thai  tilings  were  done  to 
the  satisfaction  of  those  iii  authority  over 
him. 

The  Mission  loses  a  man  of  integrity 
and  ability  with  the  departure  of  Elder 
Smith,  and  to  him  and  Elder  Hurst 
much  love  and  affection  and  all  good 
wishes  from  South  Africa  are  extended, 
together  with  thank's  for  their  good 
labors. — D. 


MISSIONARIES'  CONVENTION 
COMPLETED 


The  1931-32  Convention  of  the  Mis- 
sionaries of  the  South  African  Mission 
was  held  during  the  week  beginning  De- 
cember "28th,  and  ending  January  4th. 
All  the  Missionaries  made  excellent  re- 
ports and  the  keynote  of  all  that  was 
said  was  "  greater  work  in  the  future 
than  in  the  past."  Although  elated  over 
the  blessings  of  the  Lord  to  them  and 
the  success  that  has  attended  their  efforts 
during  the  past  year,  they  made  humility 
take  the  place  of  pride  and  gave  the 
Lord  the  glory  for  preparing  the  way  be- 
fore them. 

The  guidebook  that  has  been  Written 
in  two  previous  Conventions  was  revised 
and  amended  in  some  particulars,  and 
additional  matter  was  added  as  a  supple- 
ment. The  Relief  Society  Guidebook, 
written  by  the  Relief  Society  Convention, 
was  studied  thoroughly,  and  also  the 
Relief  Society  lesson  manual  for  1932. 

Not  much  has  been  accomplished  but 
the  average  individual  work,  as  reported 
at  the  convention,  will  stand  out  with 
the  highest  records  in  the  world  per  mis- 
sionary. When  figures  were  totaled,  it 
was  shown  that  the  average  expenditure 
per  Elder  per  month  was  £6-15-0,  or 
$32.84.  There  was  an  average  of  just 
over  thirty-four  minutes  additional  work 
per  day  per  Elder  over  previous  years, 
and  a  monthly  average  of  350  hours  per 
Missionary  which  stands  out  as  a  record 
average. 


There  were  147  baptisms  for  the 
eighteen    .Missionaries    in    the    field    which 

averages  a  little  over  eight  per  elder.  A 
good  class  of  people  has  been  baptized 
into  the  Church  in  the  past  year  and  fche 
new  families  which  have  been  added  will 
give  many  points  of  contact  to  the  .Mis- 
sionaries. An  interesting  thing  about 
this  record  is  that  many  of  these  bap- 
tisms have  resulted  from  retracting  by 
the  Elders,  as  they  have  gone  into  the 
areas  four  or  more  times. 

In  every  item  of  comparison  with  last 
year,  excepting  Book  of  Mormon  sales, 
the  average  work  was  shown  to  be 
greater  per  Elder.  These  sales  dropped 
from  7  4/7  in  1930  to  4  7/18  in  1931  per 
Elder  per  month. 

The  Mission  has  been  extremely 
blessed  during  the  past  year  with  good 
health.  None  of  the  Missionaries  have 
had  any  serious  illness.  They  believe 
in  "  keeping  well  rather  than  getting 
well." 

On  January  1st,  a  dinner  was  served 
to  the  Missionaries  at  the  Parliament 
Cafe,  in  Cape  Town.  Dr.  Cecil  Cross, 
American  Consul,  and  his  wife  were  pre- 
sent. Miss  Evelyn  Getaz  of  Durban, 
very  ably  assisted  with  the  program. — D. 

PRESIDENT  CHARLES  W.   NIBLEY 
DIES 


President  Charles  W.  Xibley,  second 
counselor  to  President  Heber  J.  Grant 
in  the  First  Presidency  of  the  Church, 
and  one  of  the  most  beloved  of  the  Lat- 
ter-day Saint  General  Authorities,  died 
at  his"  suite  in  the.  Hotel  Utah  at  12.51 
p.m.  Friday,  (December  11,  1931),  of 
pneumonia. 

Ever  a  charitable  friend  to  any  in 
need,  having  suffered  himself  from  the 
pangs  of  poverty,  President  Xibley  s 
passing  will  be  greatly  felt.  His  duties 
as  a  Church  leader  have  taken  him  into 
many  countries  of  the  world  and  into  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  where  he  has 
made  innumerable  friends  and  his  mem- 
ory 'is  revered  and  honored  by  all  who 
have  contacted  him  either  in  a  religious 
or  business  capacity. 

(Deseret  News — Dec.   11). 
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A  recent  article  in  the  Improvement 
Era  for  December  1931,  paid  high  tri- 
bute to  President  Nibley.  A  short  para- 
graph had  this  to  say:  "A  Scotch  lad 
comes  to  America,  herds  sheep  on  the 
hills  of  Cache  Valley  where  he  memor- 
izes Shakespeare,  climbs  the  rough  road 
to'  success  financially,  socially  and,  best 
of  all,  spiritually.  Among  his  numerous 
friends  was  one  specially  beloved  .... 
Joseph  F.  Smith,  former  President  of  the 
L.  D.   S.   Church. 


NEWS   FROM  RHODESIA 


BOOK  OF  MORMON  READING 
CONTEST 

The  assignments  for  the  circle  reading 
in  the  Book  of  Mormon  Reading  Contest 
will  not  be  published  in  this  issue  of 
Cumorah's  Southern  Cross.  They,  of 
coiuse,  can  be  obtained  from  previous 
issues. 

The  reading  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 
has  become  a  practice,  during  the  last 
three  months,  among  many  people  of 
South  Africa.  The  reports  of  the  Elders 
at  their  Convention  were  to  the  effect 
that  they  were  not  personally  able  to 
assist  every  place  where  circles  were 
started,  and  that  many  of  the  members 
and  friends  are  leading  cut  on  their  own 
accord  in  taking  charge  of  circles.  This 
is  certainly  commendable. 

Enthusiasm  lias  not  died  down  in  any 
respect,  but  routine  in  follow-up  work 
and  completion  of  reading  circles  is  weli 
under  way,  and  many  of  the  Districts 
are  eagerly  expecting  the  presentation, 
to  each  branch  in  the  District,  of  the 
complimentary  gifts  of  the  standard 
works  of  the  Church  from  President  Dal- 
ton, for  special  achievement  in  this  work. 

Private  reading  is  also  marked  with 
great  interest  by  the  large  numbers  who 
are  participating. — D. 


GOOD  WISHES  FROM  OVERSEAS 

iGi-ood  wishes  for  the  South  Africa:1. 
Mission  members,  friends,  and  Mission 
aries  have  been  received  from  former 
Mission  Presidents,  J.  Wiley  Sessions 
and  Samuel  Martin,  Elders  Foyl  L. 
Smith,  LeRoy  Duncan,  Reed  H.  Beck- 
stead,  O.  Layton  Alldredge,  and  Sister 
Maggie    Wilson   from   overseas. 


Letters  from  Brothers  W.  T.  -lubber, 
and  J.  A.  Viljoen  from  Shangani;  are  to 
the  effect  that  the  work  is  progressing 
rapidly  in  that  section.  Elders  D.  W. 
Hurst  and  H.  J.  Smith  had  Ihe  pleasure 
of  visiting  the  Shangani  branch  and  they 
report  all  well  and  a  beautiful  spirit 
existing  there.  They  also  had  the  plea- 
sure of  visiting  Mr.  and  Sister  Hardman 
at  Wankie,  and  Bro.  and  Sister  P.  S. 
Du  Ploy  at  Simooim  Estate,  near  Salis 
bury,  and  reported  an  enjoyable'  visil 
with  them. 

The  baptisms  of  Paul  Stephanus  Vil- 
joen and  Joseph  Alexander  Viljoen,  bap- 
tized on  Aug.  30,  1931,  by  Elder  T.  Y. 
Wilson,  and  confirmed  on  the  same  dat< 
by  Elders  A.  K  Berry  and  T.  Y.  Wilson 
respectively;  have  not  heretofore  been 
announced  by  Cumorah's  Southern  Cross, 
but  thev  are  welcomed  into  the  Church. 

D. 


MISSION   NEWS. 


CAPE  DISTRICT. 

"Cumorah,"  Main  and  Grove  Rds.,  Mowbray, 
C.P.,    Elder  C.    E.   Randall,   Oist.   President. 


The  Mowbray  Relief  Society  sponsored 
the  largest  social  of  the  year  on  Decem- 
ber 10,  1931.  Relief  Society  Delegates 
present  from  all  parts  of  the  Union 
greatly  heightened  the  zest  of  the  affair, 
while  the  program  of  instrumental  and 
vocal  selections  measured  well  up  to 
"Cumorah's"  high  reputation  in  these 
particulars.  A  basket  lunch  served  to 
all,  provided  the  finishing  touch  on  a 
splendid   evening. 

Dingaan's  Day  saw  a  number  of  Mow- 
bray branch  members  and  President  and 
Sister  Dalton  and  the  Elders  enjoying  a 
picnic  at  Muizenberg  beach. 

Due  to  the  hospitality  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Philips,  members  of  the  Strand  branch, 
a  number  of  friends  and  President  and 
Sister  Dalton  and  Elders  gathered  to  en- 
joy a  pleasant  social,  December  19.  An 
excellent  program  plus  a  delicious  basket 
lunch  were  both  consumed  with  avidity. 
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Branch  President  B.  K.  F.  Doller,  of 
Port  Elizabeth,  paid  a  surprise  visit  to 
the  Mowbray  Branch,   December  20. 

All  the  branch  offer  greatest  sympathy 
to  Sister  Lillian  Hobbs  Laird,  whose  hus- 
band was  fatally  injured  Christmas  Day 
in  a  motor  accident  and  passed  away, 
December  27.  Sister  Laird  is  left  with 
four  small  children. 

Branch  President  Adolf  Herbst,  of 
Robertson,  paid  a  short  visit  at, 
''Cumorah"  during  the  month.  Sister 
Herbst  and  the  children  also  spent  some 
time  at  her  sister's  home.  The  associa- 
tion of  these  good  people  who  are  doing 
SO'  much  to  pioneer  Mormonism  in  their 
home  town  is  much  appreciated. 

During  New  Year's  week  Sister  W.  L. 
Getaz  and  daughter,  Evelyn,  of  Durban, 
visited  "Cumorah"  on  several  occasions. 
Convention  meetings  were  enlivened  by 
Sister  Evelyn's  pianoforte  renditions, 
while  the  tennis  craft  of  her  brother 
Emile,  who  came  later  to  compete  in  the 
Western  Province  Tournament,  was  well 
demonstrated. 

Richard  Juan  Carlos  Lerena,  the  first 
new  member  in  1932,  was  baptized, 
January  4,  at  Woodstock  beach,  by  Elder 
Clarence  E.  Randall.  Brother  Lerena  was 
confirmed  by  Elder  K.  Y.  Stringham, 
and  is  heartily  welcomed  into  the  church. 

With  added  impetus  of  Elders'  Conven- 
tion the  Sunday  evening  street  meetings 
on  Adderley  street  have  grown  by  leaps 
and  bounds.  Several  new  friends  are  in- 
quiring diligently  into  the  gospel  as  a 
result . 

Country  work  was  begun  January  5, 
immediately  following  Convention,  when 
Elders  Richard  Knight,  Willard  H. 
Godfrey,  Evan  P.  Wright  and  John  C. 
Dalton  left  for  points  distant. 

Since  Brother  and  Sister  Herbst  are 
moving  to  Worcester,  the  Robertson 
Branch  was  reorganized,  January  6,  at  a 
well  attended  meeting  held  in  the  Herbst 
home.  Elders  Clarence  S.  Barker, 
Kenneth  Sutherland  and  Robert  J. 
Evans  stopped  off  for  a  visit  and  took 
charge  of  the  meetings.  After  the  former 
organization    being   released    with    a    vote 


of  thanks,  Brother  Gert  Jacobus  vhm 
Molendorff  was  set  apart  as  Branch  Pre- 
sident, Assistant  Branch  Clerk,  Relief 
Society  President  And  Aesistant  Sunday 
School  Superintendent ;  Sister  Elizabeth 
Johanna  Maria  van  Molendorff  as  Branch 
Clerk  and  Assistant  to  Relief  Society 
President,  while  Brother  Jan  Kuun,  Sr., 
was  sustained  as  first  Counselor  in  the 
Branch  Presidency,  and  Brother  Jan 
Kuun,  Jr.,  as  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendent. A  splendid  testimony  meeting 
followed  and  a  Book  of  Mormon  Reading 
Circle  the  next  evening. 

'  Cumorah  "  has  the  honor  of  being 
host  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Wagner,  of 
Johannesburg,  parents  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Phillip  F.  Wagner,  of  Aliwal 
North,  for  a  short  while.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wagner  are  just  returning  from  an  ex- 
tensive tour  of  Europe,  and  Northern 
Africa. 

Elders  Evan  P.  Wright  and  John  C. 
Dalton  have  just  returned  from  a  week  in 
the  country,  travelling  without  purse  or 
scrip.  They  report  fine  results  and  are* 
also  able  to  report  two  new  baptisms. 
On  January  10th,  Edith  Mary  Phillips, 
and  Ernest  Leslie  Phillips  were  baptized 
at  The  Strand  by  Elder  Dalton,  and  con- 
firmed by)  E|lders  Wright  and  W.  H> 
Brummer    respectively. 

We  are  also  pleased  to  welcome  Mary 
Elizabeth  Mulder  Phillips  of  The  Strand, 
and  Daisy  Emma  Jakins  Kunitz  and 
and  Carl  Alfred  Kunitz,  of  Pretoria,  in- 
to the  ranks  of  the  Church.  Sister  Phil- 
lips and  Sister  Kunitz  were  baptized  on 
January  5th  by  Elders  W.  H.  Brummer 
and  S.  L.  Gardner  respectively,  and  con- 
firmed on  the  same  day  by  Elders  S.  L. 
Gardner  and  B.  C.  Peterson  respectively 
Brother  Kunitz  was  baptized  and  con- 
firmed on  January  12th  by  Elder  W.  H. 
Brummer. 


TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT. 


No.    395,    Commissioner  St.,    Johannesburg: 
Elder  K.  Y.  Stringham,   Dist.   President. 


The  Transvaal  started  the  New  Year 
off  strong  by  baptizing  five — Oscar  C. 
Charlton     was     baptized     December  3   by 
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Elder  Samuel  L.  Gardner  and  confirmed  by 
Elder  Eidon  Harris.  Peter  Paul  Kelly  was 
baptized  by  Samuel  L.  Gardner  and  con- 
firmed by  Elder  L.  Winslow  Hurst. 
Lawrence  George  Kelly  was  baptized  by 
Elder  Herman  J.  Smith  and  confirmed  by 
Elder  Eldon  Harris  December  13.  Elder 
Thomas  Y.  Wilson  baptized  Brother 
Thomas  Jubber  December  20  and  Sister 
Anna  Launspack  Christmas  day.  They 
were  confirmed  respectively  by  Elders 
Kenneth  Y.  Stringham  and  Thomas  Y. 
Wilson.  All  wish  them  success  and  hap- 
piness in  the  Gospel. 

At  Ramah  December  14,  a  large  crowd 
attended  the  farewell  party  which  was 
held  for  Elder  Herman  J.  Smith,  who  has 
been  laboring  in  the  Transvaal  District 
for  the  past  few  months,  and  Elder  L.  W. 
Hurst  of  Durban,  Elders  Smith  and 
Hurst  |left  for  Rhoiesia  the  following 
night  on  their  homeward  journey 

Sister  Johanna  Hubert  and  daughter, 
Olga,  enjoyed  much  their  trip  and  the 
Relief  Society  Convention  at  Cape  Town. 

Waterval  Branch  had  almost  300  people 
at  their  Christmas  Tree  party  December 
22.  The  program  was  made  up  of  songs 
from  the  forty-voice  choir,  two  short 
plays,  and  dancing  of  the  fairies.  This 
excellent  and  well  rendered  program  was 
the  results  of  many  days  of  earnest  pre- 
paration., All  the  children  received  » 
hearty  handshake  and  a  present  from 
father  Christmas. 

Johannesburg  Sunday  School  Concert 
held  December  4,  was  very  successful  in 
every  way.  Besides  our  usual  artists,  we 
were  favored  by  several  dances  by  Miss. 
Sheila  Cook  and  company,  songs  and 
musical  acts  by  Mr.  Harry  Smith  and 
Mrs.  L.  Smith,  and  piano  duets  by  stu- 
dents of  Mrs.  Stien  of  Turffontein. 

Father  Chritmas  cheered  the  children 
by  giving  them  presents  at  the  Johannes- 
burg Christmas  Tree  partly  held  at 
Ramah,  December  23.  The  adults  joined 
in  playing  games  with  the  children.  Miss 
Lorna  Williams  favored  the  large  crowd 
with  two  "snappy"  jazz  dances.  Elder 
Thomas  Y.  Wilson  gave  a  few  farewell 
remarks.  All  are  sorry  that  Elder  Wil- 
son is  leaving  us. 


Sister  Amy  Walker,  and  Son,  Jack,  and 
wife  have  moved  up  from  Durban.  We 
are  pleased  to  have  them  with  us.  Bro- 
ther and  Sister  Joseph  Campbell  of  Kim- 
berley  have  moved  to  Springs,  Tvl. 

Elders  Wilson  and  Stringham  held  a 
cottage  meeting  at  the  home  of  Brother 
Thomas  Jubber,  of  Springs,  Saturday, 
December  19.     Fourteen  attended. 

Mrs.  Ada  Fraser,  of  Pretoria,  paid  the 
Elders  visits  on  two  occasions. 

Mr.  and  Sister  C  A.  Kunitz  are  enjoy- 
ing their  holiday  at  Cape  Town,  Sister 
Kunitz  is  a  daughter  of  Sister  Jakins  of 
Strand. 

Elders  Wilson  and  Hurst  made  a  motor- 
bike trip  to  Premier  Mine,  where  they 
visited  Brother  and  Sister  F.  J.  Spear 
and  family,  December  11.  They  also 
went  down  the  Premier  Mine,  which  is 
the  largest  man  made  hole  in  the  world. 


PORT  ELIZABETH. 


No.   17,   Clyde  Street,   Port   Elizabeth:   Elder 
Evan    P.    Wright,    Dist.    President. 


Port  Elizabeth  welcomes  three  new 
members.  Sister  Grace  Ferguson  Millen 
and  Ruby  Ethel  Humphries  were  bapt- 
ized by  Elder  John  H.  Smith,  and  Bro- 
ther Clarence  Royal  Doller  by  Elder  Evan 
P.  Wright.  The  service  was  held  at  New 
Brighton  Beach  November  28,  1931.  All 
were  confirmed  the  next  day. 

Port.  Elizabeth  has  had  another  change 
in  Elders.  Elder  Marcus  F.  Smith 
arrived,  December  3.  to  take  the  place  of 
Elder  John  H.  Smith,  who  left  the  fol- 
lowing day  to  labor  in  Durban,  in  turn 
replacing  Elder  L.  Wilson  Hurst,  now  on 
his  way  home  to  America. 

A  much  enjoyed  Branch  picnic  was  held 
December  16,  at  New  Brighton  Beach. 

Street  meetings  have  been  started  again 
with  more  force  and  vigor  than  ever. 
Thus  far  a  number  of  people  have  gather- 
ed to  hear  the  message,  some  to  investi- 
gate further. 

Sister  Maud  Jubber,  while  en  route  to 
her  home  in  East  London  from  attending 
Relief     Society     Convention,     paid     Port 
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Elizabeth  a  visit.  She  was  able  to  visit 
relatives  and  friends  and  attend  all 
meetings  while  there. 

A  Christmas  Tree  Party  was  held  in 
Mechanics'  Hall,  December  21.  All  the 
kiddies  were  thrilled  by  an  nnexpected 
visit  from  Father  Christmas,  who  distri- 
buted presents  among  the  children,  adult 
members,  friends  and  Elders.  Refresh- 
ments were  served  and  games  played. 
Through  the  untiring  efforts  of  Sister 
Smith  and  Sister  Ruesel,  the  party  was  a 
huge  success. 

The  Elders  paid  their  usual  monthly 
visit  to  Uitenhage  during  which  a  Book 
of  Mormon  Reading  Circle  was  held  in 
the  home  of  Brother  C.  A.  Smith.  Mr. 
Stohl  and  Sister  Erasmus  were  also 
visited. 


EAST  LONDON  DISTRICT. 


No.   66,  St.    George's   Road,    East    London: 
Eider  Byron   C.    Peterson,   Dist.    President. 


Friday,  December  4,  saw  Sister  E. 
Maud  Jubber  off  for  the  Relief  Society 
Convention  at  "Cumorah"  and  also  the 
arrival  of  Elder  Willard  H.  Godfrey  from 
the  Cape  District.  His  arrival  was  a  sur- 
prise both  to  the  elders  and  saints  of  the 
branch.  No  one  knew  that  he  was  com- 
ing till  he  walked  in  at  66  St.  George's 
Rd.  The  East  London  District  welcomes 
Elder  Godfrey  into  thier  midst. 

Elder  John  Henry  Smith  passed 
through  East  London  on  December  5  on 
his  way  to  Durban,  and  renewed  old 
acquaintances  there.  Elder  Smith's  stay 
Avas  necessarily  very  brief  as  he  just  had 
an  hour  and  a  half  off  the  boat. 

Lance  and  Melvin  Jubber  left  for  CajDe 
Town  to  join  their  mother  there  on 
December  9.  Stella  went  with  her  mother. 

Sister  Jubber,  Lance,  Melvin,  and 
Stella  Jubber  arrived  back  home,  Decem- 
ber 23.  She  reports  a  fine  time  at  the 
Convention  and  will  be  able  to  help  the 
Relief  Society  out  a  whole  lot  here  in 
East  London  where  the  Relief  Society  is 
very  small  and  where  to  get  the  best  re- 
sults  much   concentration   and   the   latest 


methods  are  needed  to  take  care  of  the 
poor  and  needy  and  to  keep  the  sisters, 
Friends,  and  even  some  of  the  men  busy. 
The  sisters  have  been  trying  to  teach  the 
elders  the  first  principles  of  sewing  on 
buttons  and  making  jug  covers,  but  Pre- 
sident Evans  says  that  he  thinks  it  is  just 
about  hopless  as  he  can't  even  thread  a 
needle  yet  and  he  has  been  trying  to  learn 
for  the  past  year. 

Probably  the  most  pleased  to  see  Sister 
Jubber  back  is  her  husband,  Brother 
Charley  Jubber.  who  has  been  laid  up 
with  an  infected  foot. 

The  elders  have  been  tracting  in  Vin- 
cent and  Cambridge. 

Elders    Evans,    Peterson,    and    Godfrey 

left  for  Convention    on    the    day    before 

Christmas,    after    going    around    to    wish 

the  saints  and  friends  a  Merry  Christmas 

.and  a  Happy  New  Year. 


KIMBERLEY  DISTRICT. 


No.    7,    Short    Street,    Kimberley:    Elder 
Robert    J.    Evans,    Dist.    President. 


Celebrating  the  opening  of  the  holiday 
season  in  a  permanently  worthwhile 
manner,  Brothers  William  Charles  Massey 
and  Wessel  Christian  Fouche  were  bapt- 
ized in  the  Vaal  River,  Christmas  Eve,  by 
Elder  Clarence  S.  Barker.  They  were 
confirmed  on  the  river  bank  by  Elder 
Barker  and  Elder  Kenneth  Sutherland, 
respectively.  Brother  Massey  is  an  auto 
mechanic  and  Brother  Wessel  is  son  of 
Mr.  and  Sister  Fouche  of  Kenilworth. 
With  sincere  effort  these  members  will  be 
a  source  of  spreading  truth  and  the  gospel 
in  Kimberley. 

Sister  Florence  E.  Spear,  President  of 
the  Bloemfontein  Relief  Society,  visited 
Kimberley  December  16  and  17,  return- 
ing from  the  Relief  Society  Convention 
in  Cape  Town  and  from  Robertson  where 
she  and  Sister  Hubert  encouraged  the 
work  there.  Sister  Spear's  strong  interest 
and  enthusiasm  were  appreciated  by  the 
Kimberley  members  at  a  meeting  the 
evening  of  her  arrival.  Many  thanks  for 
their  hospitality  are  due   Mrs.    Pepworth 
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and  Sister  Bolleurs  on  this  occasion,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ternent  and  Sister 
Grotique,  when  Sister  Spear  came  through 
previously.  Sister  Lily  Clark,  Kimberley 's 
representative,  returned  December  20, 
filled  with  working  ideas  and  new  plans 
for  the  Relief  Society. 

Elders  Barker  and  Sutherland  left  for 
Elders'  Convention,  December  27,  and 
anticipated  returning,  January  9,  in  com- 
pany with  Elder  Robert  J.  Evans,  who 
labored  in  Kimberley  in  1930.  Returning, 
they  stopped  for  a  two-day  visit  with  the 
Herbst  family,  at  Robertson,  to  which 
both  Eiders  Barker  and  Sutherland  had 
previously  enjoyed  a  country  trip.  Fol- 
lowing the  departure  of  Elder  Barker  for 
Johannesburg,  bound  for  Lourenco  Mar- 
ques and  East  Coast  to  Europe  and  to 
America,  Elder  Evans  si.cceeded  him  as 
District  President. 


BLOEMFONTEIN  DISTRICT. 


NATAL  DISTRICT. 


No.    17,    Ailsa   Avenue,    Durban:    Elder   John 
Henry  Smith,   Dist.   President. 


Sister  Amy  Walker  was  baptized, 
November  28,  by  Elder  L.  Wlison  Hurst 
at  Isipingo  Beach.  She  was  confirmed 
the  next  day,  also  by  Elder  Hurst.  On 
December  5,  Sister  Fanny  Jane  Garritz 
and  Brother  George  Eane  were  baptized 
by  Elder  Hurst  and  confirmed  the  next 
day  by  Elders  MacArthur  and  Hurst, 
respectively. 

Elder  John  H.  Smith,  formerly  Presi- 
dent of  Port  Elizabeth  District,  arrived 
by  boat  to  take  over  the  presidency  of  the 
Natal  district,  December  6.  Many  mem- 
bers and  friends  saw  Elder  Hurst  off, 
December  8,  for  Johannesburg-,  from 
whence  he  went  to  Rhodesia  and  home- 
ward. 

The  meetings,  now  held  in  the  Doris 
Kinsmen  Studio,  Upper  West  Street, 
have  been  fairly  -well  attended,  many  new 
friends  coming  out  regularly. 

The  elders  left  for  the  Annual  Conven- 
tion at  Cape  Town,  December  24,  by  boat. 
Sister  W.  L.  Getaz,  Evelyn,  and  Emile 
accompanied  them.  Emile  stopped  at  Port 
Elizabeth  to  take  part  in  the  Eastern 
Province  Tennis  Tournament. 


No.    181,    Monument    Road,    Bloemfantein : 
Elder  Clarence  B.  Spear,   Dist.   President. 


Sister  Florence  Spear  left  for  Kimber- 
ley December  3,  to  join  other  delegates  to 
Relief  Society  Convention  in  Cape  Town. 
Returning  on  the  17th,  Sister  Spear 
brought  back  much  contagious  enthusiasm 
about  all  she  had  seen  and  heard  on  her 
trip  and  what  had  been  accomplished  by 
the  Convention.  Many  thanks  are  due 
President  and  Sister  Dalton  for  their  kind, 
hospitality  and  untiring  efforts  to  make 
her  stay  in  Mowbray  pleasant  and  profit- 
able. The  Kimberley  elders,  friends  and 
members,  as  well  as  Brother  and  Sister 
Herbst  of  Robertson,  are  also  to  be 
thanked  for  their  kindness. 

On  Thursday  December  24,  there  was 
a  general  exodus  of  the  local  members  to 
Wepener  to  spend  the  Christmas  holidays 
with  the  Greenberg  family  there.  On 
Sunday  December  27,  Sunday  School  was 
held  there  with  an  attendance  of  twenty 
adults  and  children,  all  being  members  of 
the  Church.  Some  of  the  members  left 
for  town  again  Sunday  afternoon,  with 
the  hearty  invitation  to  return  again  for 
the  New  Year  week  end  and  hold  fast 
and  testimony  meeting  there  January  3. 
The  hospitality  of  the  Wepener  saints  was 
enjo}-ed  to  the  full  by  the  visitors  and 
many  and  loud  were  the  praises  of  those 
who  took  part  in  the  demolition  of  the 
splendid  fare  provided.  A  picnic  to  the 
Caledon  River  on  the  day  after  Christmas 
was  cut  short  at  about  3  p.m.  by  the  rain, 
but  before  it  set  in  steady  all  were  home 
again  and  in  the  best  of  spirits  to  enjoy 
the  dancing  and  games  in  the  evening  of 
their  fullest  extent.  According  to  schedule 
the  party  should  have  been  back  in 
Bloemfontein  by  7  p.m.  Sunday  evening, 
but  after  a  few  amusing  mishaps  they 
finally  arrived  at  9  p.m.,  tired  but  safe 
and  sound. 

jx  most  earnest  wish  for  a  Happy  New 
Year  is  extended  to  all. 
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CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  CROSS 


AN  ENVIABLE  RECORD 


The  town  of  .Snowflake,  Arizona,  was 
settled  fifty  years  ago.  It  has  a  popula- 
tion of  eight  hundred  and  fifty:  It'  has 
never  had  a  saloon,  gambling  house,  or 
house  of  ill  fame  ;  neither  has  it  housed 
a  bootlegger.  Not  a  single  member  of 
the  community  is  in  any  jail,  infirmary 
or  insane  asylum.  Ninety-six  per  cent, 
of  the  married  population  own  their 
homes.  Every  resident  is  a  member  oi 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-dav 
Saints  except  one  woman  and  -the  Com 
mittee  on  Survey  hopes  to  "  bring  her 
in"  and  make  the  town  unanimous  befort 
the  year  is  closed.  The  Instructor,  Nov.  1931 


BUY  YOUR  MILK 

from 

HAYS'  DAIRY 

Cumorah  Does 
Clean — Fresh — Pure. 

33    William    Street, 
MOWBRAY. 


To     Understand    Mormonism 

Read  the   Books    published  by  the  Church — 
We  Recommend  — 

Story  and  Philosophy  of  Mormonism         -  -  Jas.  E.  Talmage  75  ct.  3/6 

The  Gospel  ...-.-  B.H.    Roberts  $1.25  5/6 

Write  for   a    complete    Catalog    of  Church.    Books. 

DESERET     BOOK     COMPANY,     P.O.  Box  1793' 
SALT    LAKE    CITY,    UTAH,    U.S.A. 


Something    to    make 
a  noise  about ! 


Ask   for 


McKay's  Bread 


Phone  530  Woodstock. 
Factory : 

Main  Road       -       Mowbray. 


THE    Hardware    House 

HAMILTON    &    DUNGAN, 

Main  Road,  Mowbray. 

Phone  531  Woodstock. 

MOWBRAY 
FISH      SUPPLY 

Phone  996   Woodstock. 
Fresh  and  Smoked  Fish  Daily. 


Is  "ELRICO"  ffi 

'poultry    grains   and    meals. 

FOUR    FIRST    PRIZES    AT    THE    PAARL   SHOW    JUNE,    1931. 


Household  Supplies  and  Sundries — 

CALDERCO  (Pty.)  LTD. 


Main     Road, 


(Manufacturers), 
Phone  31   and  258. 


Wynberg. 
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